PRIMITIVE RELIGIOUS EMOTION

with the divine beings in whom he believes. For
the same reason, I shall have to be very brief in
dealing with the original emotional form of
Religion.

Two opposed opinions divide the field. The
more widely held is that fear is the beginning of
Religion; the other, accepted by a small but
weighty minority, that it has its origin in a
'loving reverence for known gods.' We shall
have little difficulty in arriving at an under-
standing of the matter in which these two views,
instead of opposing, supplement each other. The
origin of the two emotions mentioned, fear and
love, fall, of course, outside the limits of this
essay, since they both existed before Religion.

c Fear begets gods/ said Lucretius. Hume con-
cluded thatc the first ideas of religion arose . .
from a concern with regard to the events of life
and fears which actuate the human mind3 A
similar opinion is maintained by most of our
contemporaries. Among psychologists, Ribot, for
instance, affirms that ' the religious sentiment is
composed first of all of the emotion of fear in its
different degrees, from profound terror to vague
uneasiness, due to faith in an unknown, mysterious,
impalpable Power.'1 The fear-theory is well

1 The Psychology of the Emotions, p. 309.
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